Flip, Book, or Passport? The 2026 Foldable Phone Showdown

Motorola owns the "easy yes" in this category. The base Motorola Razr (2026) sells for $800, which undercuts Samsung's Galaxy Z Flip 8 by $400 and makes it the cheapest new foldable you can buy right now. It isn't a stripped-down toy either. It keeps an IP48 rating and a sturdy hinge, adds a bigger battery and faster charging, and promises three years of OS upgrades plus five years of security patches. The honest catch is power: reviewers noted moments where the MediaTek chip felt like it could use a bit more muscle.

If battery is your anxiety, look one rung up. PhoneArena says the Razr Ultra shines exactly where most foldables stumble, in battery life and charging speed, with only Huawei's Mate X7 doing better on that front.

Samsung's flip plays the long game instead. Its pitch is less "look at me" and more "you'll still be happy with this in 2031," thanks to years of software support.
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The book people: the productivity machines

This is the classic foldable, the one that started the whole thing. Closed, it's a tall, slim phone. Open, it's a notepad-sized screen for spreadsheets, maps, and two apps side by side.

Samsung's top model here is the Galaxy Z Fold 8 Ultra, the direct heir to last year's hit. Stuff described it as a sequel with a new name and small but welcome hardware gains, noting that the higher price takes some of the shine off, while three strong cameras and a bigger battery keep Samsung at the head of the class. Battery is no longer the weak spot it used to be: in CNN Underscored's test, the Fold 8 Ultra ran for nearly 23 hours looping 4K video.

It has one everyday quirk, though. The same reviewer found typing an email on its narrow outer screen didn't feel as natural as on a regular phone they loved. Remember that complaint. It's exactly why the next category exists.

Google's Pixel 10 Pro Fold is the tough-guy alternative. It was the first foldable with an IP68 rating, and Google says its redesigned hinge can survive up to ten years of opening and closing. You do have to live with a visible crease on the eight-inch inner screen, but if you drop phones in puddles, this is the one that won't panic.
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The newcomers: the wide fold arrives

Here's where 2026 gets interesting. For years, the inside screen of a book foldable was nearly square, so videos played with thick black bars. The wide fold fixes that by making the whole phone shorter and broader.

Samsung got there first, and not by accident. The standard Galaxy Z Fold 8 starts at $1,899.99 and introduces a shorter, wider body, while the Ultra at $2,099.99 carries on the traditional tall design. And remember that cramped keyboard? On the Fold 8, the front screen is 3.2 inches wide instead of 2.8, which makes typing feel right, and the 7.6-inch inner screen wastes less space on black bars when you watch videos
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*The Pixel figure is its original launch price; being a 2025 model, it often sells for less now.

Notice how the wide folds cluster right in the middle of the premium pack. Samsung priced the regular Fold 8 about $100 below the Duo, which feels like a deliberate move to say "same idea, slightly cheaper, and you can buy it today." For Samsung, being first counts. Apple is counting on the idea that plenty of people have been waiting for the word "iPhone" before they'll fold at all.

So which fold is yours?

Forget the spec sheets for a second and think about your day.

If you want something fun, compact, and kind to your wallet, get a flip. The Razr is the easiest entry point, and the Razr Ultra suits anyone who hates charging.

If your phone is your office, with documents, spreadsheets, and three apps open at once, the tall book fold still gives you the most screen. The Fold 8 Ultra is the powerhouse; the Pixel is for the clumsy and the outdoorsy.

If you mostly watch, read, and type, the wide fold is the most "normal" feeling foldable yet. Android users should look at the Galaxy Z Fold 8. iPhone users finally have the Duo, just be ready to give up telephoto zoom and Face ID in its first generation.

The funny thing about this year is that the argument is no longer whether foldables work. It's about which shape suits the way you hold your life in your hand. That's a much better problem to have.
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